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Dear donors, members, clients, volunteers, staff and friends

Greetings and best wishes.  Firstly I am humbled and privileged to be 
back at SAVH as the President for my second term to serve our blind 
community. Many thanks to my Executive Committee members for 
showing confidence in me and re-electing me back for a second term. 
I hope to work with all of you, especially my visually impaired executive 
committee members to bring SAVH forward.
 

SAVH AGM/EXCO MEMBERS
The August 2014 SAVH AGM was a landmark event which saw a record 71 members turning up. I am indeed 
extremely proud and happy to introduce all my 2014/2015 Exco members and be able to work with them. They 
are my two vice presidents, Mr Tan Guan Heng and Ms Chua Swee Keow, Honorary Secretary Mr Danny 
Chia, Honorary Treasurer Mr Albert Ang, members Mr Alfred Shee, Mr John Ting, Mr Victor Chen, Mr Lok 
Foo Weng, Mr Ng Guan Sing, Ms Lyn Loh, Mr Lau Kin Harn and Mr Khoo Kong Ngian. Mr Adrian Tan is our 
Honorary Legal advisor.

MAJOR FUNDRAISING EVENTS
SAVH continues it best effort to raise funds to provide for programmes to help our visually impaired clients. NCSS, 
Community Chest and Tote Board Social Service Fund provide funding for some of our programmes while we 
have to raise the balance. Our major fund raising event for the last 5 months were Flag Day and Donation Draw.
  
CHARITY DINNER ON 17 MARCH 2015
We are pleased to announce our Charity dinner will be held on 17 March 2015. This event, will be kindly graced 
by our Guest of Honour DPM Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam and we hope to raise substantial funds as well 
as to show case our blind talent.  If possible, please support this event by purchasing tables for the dinner.
 
DAY CARE CENTRE
With an aging client profile, SAVH hopes to start a day care centre to provide services to our clients who are above 
55 years and needs a holistic approach in health care and service. We are currently working on this programme.
     
APPRECIATION TO ALL
Without the invaluable support from each and every one of you, SAVH will not be what it is today. Please 
continue with your kind support and feedback. Thank you all.   

Phillip Lee Soo Hoon
President SAVH

Adopt A Dolphin
Adopt a Dolphin at only $5 each!

100% of the proceeds will be donated to
Singapore Associaition of the Visually Handicapped (SAVH)

“Help the Visually Handicapped help themselves”

Contact SAVH Fund Raising Department at
6251 4331 (Ext 114/113) for more details

Special Thanks to
Herbal Pharm Pte Ltd
for Supportinig SAVH
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SAVH Charity Banquet 2015
The programmes and services provided by SAVH to our clients are only partially funded by government. 
Annually we need donations from the general public and fundraising events to raise funds needed for our 
entire operations.
Next year, we are staging a charity banquet which is also in line with the celebration of Singapore’s 50th 
anniversary. Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, our Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, has 
graciously agreed to be the Guest of Honour on this occasion.

The details of the Banquet are as follows:
Date : 17 March 2015 (Tuesday)
Time : 6.30pm
Venue : Mandarin Orchard Hotel Ballroom
  333 Orchard Road, Singapore 238867

We appeal to you to be part of this charitable cause by purchasing a table for 10 persons at $10,000 or 
$5,000 or outright Donation of any amount. The donated amount is tax deductible which is 2.5 times of the 
amount contributed.
For additional details, please email to savh_pr@savh.org.sg or contact Selene Ong at 6251 4331 x 115 or 
Kan Teck San at 6251 4331 x 129.
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61st Annual General Meeting
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

The 61st Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Singapore Association of the Visually Handicapped (SAVH) 
was held on Saturday, 30 August 2014 at 2.30pm at Sutherland Hall of the Lighthouse School, 51 Toa 
Payoh Rise, Singapore 298106. Happily, unlike former AGMs of recent memory, we managed to establish 
a quorum of no less than 71 members.

The meeting was conducted in a similar vein as meetings of yore, with the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Danny Chia, 
taking everyone through the paces, firstly inviting the president Mr. Phillip Lee to address the house with 
his keynote speech, followed by endorsement of the Annual Report and appointment of auditors. He next 
opened proceedings to the floor for a short but comprehensive feedback session. Once the preliminaries 
had been dispensed with, the house then went into the actual election process.

This year saw a watershed, with eight candidates vying for four seats on the executive committee. This 
was more or less a precedent in the annals of SAVH. Once the actual election ended, and whilst the results 
were being tabulated, the house adjourned for a light tea at the White Cane Club. When they reconvened 
at Sutherland Hall a half-hour later, Mr. Michael Tan read out the results to all those gathered. 
This was as follows:
Incumbents Mr. Goh Yiu Huat and Mr. Cheok Cheng Ann had not succeeded in retaining their seats on the 
committee.

Incumbent Vice President Mr. Tan Guan Heng had been re-elected for office.

The three newly elected VH members was as follows:
 1. Ms. Lyn Loh Pui Peng
 2. Mr. Tan Guan Sing
 3. Mr. Lok Foo Weng

Congratulations to the new and incumbent Exco members and our warm and sincere thanks to those former 
Exco members, for their invaluable contribution. 

General Announcements

Editorial Committee
Advisor : Mr. Tan Guan Heng
Editor-in-Chief :  Mr. Goh Yiu Huat
Sub-Editor : Ms. Dolores Scully-Bailey
Contributors :  SAVH Staff

Introduction to New Staff
We would like to warmly welcome the following new staffs who have joined our ranks this calendar year. 
Manpower in any organization is pivotal for the seamless execution of day-to-day operations, particularly 
in any VWO; our people are the very root and underpinning to the Association’s success. In short they are 
our chief asset.

1. Admin Manager, Mr. Kan Teck San
2. HR Executive, Mr. Lim Wei Yee
3. PR Executive, Ms. Dolores Scully-Bailey
4. Driver, Mr. Raymond Lim
5. ADC Coordinator, Ms. Gloria Tan
6. ADC Coordinator, Mr. Y.K. Kee

7. Braille Transcriber, Ms. Maryanne Low
8. Social Worker, Ms. Bridget Tan
9. Admin Assistant, Ms. Margaret Chan
10. SDP Executive, Ms. Keline Heng
11. MMT Coordinator, Mr. Loke Zhi Cai

Brief Overview of Collaborations from July – November 2014
• Starhub Open Golf Tournament, 24 July – Fundraising for SAVH
• Toyota Camry Charity Golf 2014 - Fundraising for SAVH 
• Khoo Teck Puat Age-related Macular Degeneration Awareness Drive
• International Accountants’ Day 6 November – Fundraising for SAVH

We would like to take this opportunity to whole-heartedly thank all the organisers and supporters who have 
made the above events and talks possible.

Featuring Upcoming Events

1. 5 Dec 14 – SAVH Awareness in International Volunteer Day 
2. 7 Dec 14 – Standard Chartered Marathon with volunteers fundraising for SAVH
3. 7 Jan 15 – SAVH Awareness in SGH Occupational Therapists’ Day 2015
4. 15 Jan 15 – 18 Jan 15 – ‘Rainbow in the Dark’ Art Therapy Artwork Exhibition
5. 17 Mar 15 – SAVH Charity Dinner
6. 18 Jul 15 – 2015 Flag Day
7. 31 Jul 15 – Sports & Fitness Fundraising event Sales of SEA Games merchandise
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A Wetland Adventure - From A Spectator’s Viewpoint
by Muhammad Sadik

After a short hiatus, ANIC has returned for the second time. And this time, at the beautiful Sands Theatre at 
Marina Bay Sands. This was my first time stepping into this top-class venue. For many of the performers, 
I believe it was their first time too being at the MBS theatre performing on such a grand stage.

Set in the wetlands of Sungei Buloh, I found the line-up of characters vibrant and engaging. The witty 
script laced with clever puns and spoofs of current issues were hilarious and entertaining. I could not help 
laughing at some of the implied references and connotations, all done in a light and amusing manner. The 
set performances were lively and energetic with upbeat music and colourful costumes. It is clear that a 
significant amount of effort and hard-work had been invested.

Overall I genuinely enjoyed the show. It was fun and entertaining, incorporating a storyline which highlighted 
many of the current issues in our Singapore society and brought across in an amusing fashion concluding 
on a positive note. I applaud all the volunteers who had put in their time and energy to make this show 
possible. Concurring with the producer, this show may not be a Broadway production but it truly is a 
production with a heart.

A Nation in Concert (ANIC) is back again! Since its 
inception in 2005, ANIC has been about empowerment 
through the shows in 2005, 2006 and 2008.

ANIC 2014 – A Wetlands Adventure is a musical 
extravaganza about overcoming adversity, conquering 
prejudice and discovering the meaning of community 
between the inhabitants and the foreigners. It offers a 
timely message in these intolerant times.

ANIC 2014 held at Sands Theatre, Marina Bay Sands with two shows at 3 pm and 7.30 pm on Saturday, 8 Nov 
14 brought together a voluntary cast of 15 theatre professionals including Patricia Mok and Nora Samosir with 
hundreds of talented volunteers who are differently abled and gifted performers from four charitable organisations.

SAVH was represented with a band called VIB (Visually Impaired Band) formed by five Visually Impaired - they 
are Clarence Chan (Drummer), Patricia Chua (Vocalist), Ken Wong (Keyboardist), Adrienne Lim (Bassist) and 
James Chong (Guitarist) with the help of voluntary band Project Leader/Music Instructor  - Alvin Yeo and Melissa 
Tan from Faith Music Centre (FMC). VIB formed in Mar 2013 went through countless music performances led 
by FMC and presented a Chinese oldie ‘月亮代表我的心’ (‘Yue Liang Dai Biao Wo De Xin’ - ‘Moon Represents 
My Heart’ literally translated from Chinese). This is their debut performance in a musical and on stage in Sands 
Theatre.

Alvin recalled, “I was so worried for their safety when they had to perform on a moving platform on entering the 
stage, something which they have never done before. I do not know how fast my heart beat was in nervousness 
hoping they did not falter when they were performing but I remembered the sweet feeling of relief and overwhelming 
joy when the last note of the song was played.” He further added, “Months of hard work and preparation paid off 
seeing them rise above their physical disability through music to perform as one band on stage. “

A participant from another organisation said “I never knew there’s a blind band in Singapore and this is the first 
time I saw one!” Alvin concluded, “It’s so rewarding to know that our visually handicapped performers can show 
the sighted what they have not seen before. On behalf of all at FMC, I am thankful to SAVH for the opportunity 
to lead this project, humbled by the lessons learnt from our visually handicapped performers and grateful to their 
families for the trust and support.”

Presented by The Rotary Club of Pandan Valley, ANIC 2014 drew a crowd of about 2,300 for both its matinee 
and evening performances. Proceeds from tickets sales will be channeled to the four participating charities of 
which SAVH is one of them. It is estimated that each charity will receive about $10,000 for this fundraising event.

A Nation in  
Concert 2014 by Kan Teck San
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Around SAVH
by Francis Tay

Since 2005, construction has been a common sight around SAVH.  First, it was construction of the Caldecott 
Station along the Circle Line.  Then it came the widening of Toa Payoh Rise.  Now the construction of the new 
Caldecott Station along the Thomson Line is in progress.

Slated to open in 2019, the new station’s entrance/exit will be located just outside the gates of SAVH.  ‘With 
the MRT station at our doorsteps, our visually handicapped clients will find it so much easier to navigate their 
way to us’, quoted Francis Tay who was featured on LTA’s Thomson Line visual identity project.

Billboards bearing the picture of Francis with the above quotation can be seen placed on hoardings along the 
Thomson Line.  This gives SAVH an opportunity to be more visible to the public owing to our presence in a 
strategic part of Singapore.

As we look forward to the convenience of this new gateway, we would like those who come to SAVH on a 
regular basis, to bear with the inconvenience of the construction work that is now on-going.

SAVH can well and truly say they are moving with the times, pardon the pun.

BCA-SCAL Corporate Social Responsibility Collaboration 2014
by Tan Siow Huee

In continuing their Corporate Social Responsibility, Building and Construction Authority (BCA) and The Singapore 
Contractor’s Association Limited (SCAL) made improvements to accessibility of the visually handicapped within 
SAVH’s buildings.
 - New ramp and a gradual hump with handrails leading to Massage Centre         
 - Extension of handrails leading to Social Work Department               
 - New lightings and higher head room for covered walkway to Contract Workshop                   
 - Paving of uneven floor and new carpets for Skills Development Programme office                 
 - New ramps for Contract Workshop                                           
 - Levelling of pot holes and replacement of damaged drain grates           

Also, repair works and sponsorship of the following. 
 - New storeroom for PR department     
 - Replacement of ceiling grid and plasterboards of Braille Production Unit’s Storeroom            
 - New energy-efficient air-con unit for Computer Training Centre

SAVH Insight  |  Issue 2/2014 P9SAVH Insight  |  Issue 2/2014P8



Beauty with a Heart
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

A Fund-Raising Event by Finalists from Ms. Singapore Beauty Pageant 2014

On Sunday, 3rd August, SAVH was proud and honoured to welcome this year’s lovely contenders for Miss 
Singapore 2014, to our premises in a bid to raise awareness and funds for the Association. The organizer 
was none other than Ms. Angela Tay, Managing Director of ERM Marketing Pte Ltd, herself a former (titled) 
beauty queen.

Not only were we treated to this year’s lineup, we got to meet 
many former pageant beauties along with the reigning Mrs. 
Singapore, Miss Singapore and Classic Mrs. Singapore. What 
a bonanza for our clients!

The event comprised half the finalists performing head and 
shoulder massage at a fee to members of the public, while the 
other half lent their innate grace and charm as DITD servers.

It was indeed heartwarming and cheering to see the beauties 
dedicating themselves in such a spirited manner to both 
endeavours, which serves to prove that beauty is not necessarily 
skin deep, at least not in the case of these lovely maidens.

BCA-SCAL Corporate Social Responsibility Collaboration 2014
(cont’d)

SAVH would like to thank BCA for co-ordinating this project with Ho Lee Construction, Woh Hup Pte Ltd, Lian 
Soon Construction, Low Keng Huat (Singapore) Limited in collaboration with Gaincity Best-Electric Pte Ltd, 
Boral Plasterboard Sdn Bhd, Interface Flor Asia, Daikin Airconditioning (Singapore) Pte Ltd, Contrac Image 
Pte Ltd for their generous sponsorships.

Also, a big thank-you to BCA volunteers for organising an outing to National Museum for 25 of our clients as 
well as cleaning and maintenance works at our premises. We look forward to more collaborations in making 
SAVH a clean, safe and accessible place for the visually handicapped.

Not only were we able to raise a whopping sum by day’s end, the collaboration proved a two-fold success; 
the beauties derived a deeper sense of self by giving of their time and talent to a worthy cause.

Although tired to the bone, they graciously acquiesced to having our clients pose along-side them for selfies 
and the like.

It was certainly a red-letter day, one that will leave an indelible and heartwarming memory in the annals of 
the Association.

Beneficiary of Miss Singapore Beauty Pageant
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

SAVH was proud and honoured to be the sole beneficiary at this year’s Miss Singapore Beauty Pageant held at 
Amara Hotel on Sunday, 21 September. This was a fitting end to an earlier collaborative chapter back in August 
wherein a flurry of beauties descended upon SAVH to do charity work and fund raise.

Representing SAVH for this gala evening was yours truly, all gussied up so as not to be upstaged by all the elegantly 
garbed and chicly coiffured guests. Hosting the event was dashing celebrity host, Paul Foster, accompanied by 
Mrs. Singapore, All Nations 2013, the captivating Shalynn Hobelsberger.

The 18 contestants were showcased in motorbike apparel, casual dress, swimwear and evening gowns. Other 
entertainment highlights included a Turkish belly-dance troupe, closely followed by the talent segment. Three 
contenders flawlessly flaunted dance routines ranging from mime and calisthenics, right down to mind-boggling 
hula-hoop gyrations!

The Q&A segment saw beauties fielding all manner of highly-challenging topical questions. They spoke eloquently 
on issues close to their heart, ranging from children battling cancer, missionary work in third world countries to 
women’s’ rights, no less.
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YOUths Care @ PAYM!
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

Beneficiary of Miss 
Singapore... (cont’d)

On Saturday 8th November SAVH was invited to attend PAYM, for those uninitiated, 
Peoples Association Youth Movement organized by Kim Seng Community Club. 
When I arrived, the place was bustling with youth ranging in age from 12 to 35. 
Set in back of the function hall was an array of fringe activities comprising photo 
booth, balloon sculpting, braille decoder and a host of other games.

Some youth had commenced the blind trail, wherein they were tasked to navigate 
with the aid of a white cane, blindfolded. Needless to say their interest was piqued 

as they set themselves to coursing along an open area of the void deck with intense care.

Food stalls abounded serving up local favourites: ‘chicken rice and ‘prata’ with chicken curry, with loads of fruit 
punch to wash it down. The atmosphere was convivial and lively, and many let loose their helium heart- shaped 
balloons, adding to the cheerful décor.

Soon tummies started rumbling, so everyone tucked into the delicious fare, albeit blindfolded! Dining from a 
blind perspective was indeed intriguing, and according to the youth it was a whole lot tastier!

The defining moment arrived when GOH, Dr. Lily Neo went up to the rostrum to deliver her speech. Sharing 
about her early years as a GP, she cited the plight of an elderly and destitute VH gentleman; touched by his 

predicament, it had spurred her to volunteer her time and talent to serving the less fortunate. She has never 
looked back on choosing the high road, which is of course the road less travelled. Her testimony served as an 
inspiring beacon to the youthful assembly.

I was called upon to accept a token gift of a white cane on behalf SAVH presented by Dr. Neo. PA very 
handsomely presented us with a donation of 50 white canes which will go a long way toward helping those 
more impecunious clients.

I got to interact with some wonderful youth who signed up as volunteers on the spot; Siti, Kasim, Chester, 
Barry, Irene and Matthew, I will hold you to it when the time comes. I believe the entire throng had benefitted 
from the whole exercise insofar as learning about the plight of the VH in their community thereby igniting the 
spark of volunteerism.

The most nerve-wracking part of the evening was when I was invited 
to crown five of the beauties. This involved draping a sash about their 
shoulders, placing a tiara squarely atop their heads, presenting each 
with a weighty trophy and finally being blinded by a battery of flashbulbs  
as I stood beside each lovely and beamed for the local ‘paparazzi’.

Later, after a sumptuous dinner, I was unexpectedly recalled up on stage, this time to receive a cheque made 
out by the illustrious organisers, ERM Singapore Marketing Pte Ltd. Hats off to them for putting together such a 
lavish affair so seamlessly, a mark of true professionalism.

The evening ended on a high note, with the four winners, Miss All Nations, Miss Chinatown, Miss Global Beauty 
Queen and Miss Tourism Queen International beaming with pride. It was a truly memorable occasion and I was 
privileged to be a part of it. Hearty congratulations to all the contestants and may they live long and prosper.

Samsung C&T Corporation Monthly 
Volunteering Program by Tan Siow Huee

Since the construction of the Thomson-East Coast MRT Line located opposite SAVH has begun, its 
construction company Samsung C&T Corporation together with Land Transport Authority (LTA) have been 
doing community service at our premises on a monthly basis. Besides area cleaning work, they are also 
refurbishing our Music Training Centre. They replaced ceiling boards, removed damaged musical instruments 
and painted the rooms. They also installed new doors and air-con unit for the centre. In addition, a new 
Disc Duplicator was donated to Library.

Gratitude to Project Manager Mr Hong Jungseok and his dedicated team of staff volunteers and a big 
thank-you to Samsung C&T Corporation for their donations-in-kind.
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SAVH Flag Day 2014

《新加坡视障人士协会》售旗日

新加坡视障人士协会的宗旨在于协助视障人士自助，学习新技能和培养自信与自立、从而使他们能融入主流社
会，并享有公平待遇。协会服务範围包括弱视诊疗所服务，视力康复，定向和行走训练，点字阅读训练与制作，
盲人图书馆服务，盲人辅助器材支援服务，个案与辅导，经済援助与家庭配粮，职能训练与职业配对，家居环
境改善服务和为视障者主办康乐活动等等。

为募集运作基金以維持协会为视障人士提供以上所述的多项服务，2014年9月10日（星期三），我协会举办了
今年渡全岛的售旗日活动。在协会行政部的统筹安排下，全体同仁及员工的努力和各校师生、机构与团体以及
义工积极的帮助下，取得了可观的成绩。与往年一样，我协会视障会员和视障员工也帮忙售旗。今年共45位视
障会员和视障员工在和义工一对一配对下联祙参与了售旗，为协会募款出力，精神可嘉！售旗当天，有售旗义
工在乌节路上，收到一善者仁翁二千元支票的捐款，仁风义举，可敬！

我们在此向参与的学校、机构、团体和义工致以万二分的谢意。对广大市民的慷慨解囊，说声谢谢！参与这次
售旗的中学计有：克信女中、德能中学、培德中学、华义中学、勿洛南中学、华侨中学（初中与高中部）、裕
廊初级学院、安德逊中学、长老会中学、四德女中、南洋女中、莱佛士女中和莱佛士中学。参与售旗人数达数
百人，筹得款项为42,539.38元。

明年7月18日（星期六），新加坡视障人士协会再次举办全岛售旗活动，我们希望各中学、各机构和团体、
义工以及各位关心支持我协会的善心人士能踊跃参与这一次的活动。有意参加者可来电6251 4331，电邮  
savh_pr@savh.org.sg 或亲临我协会 47 Toa Payoh Rise报名。

Singapore Art Museum Braille Workshop
by Ben Ong

“Where were you on Sunday, September 28 at 3pm? Sitting around lazing whilst listening to a rhapsody 
in D-minor over a cuppa?

What a pity you missed out on an experience of a lifetime over at the Glass Room at SAM.

The foursome - Dolores, Maryanne, Edwin and Ben held a Braille Workshop at the invitation of the Singapore 
Art Museum along Bras Basah Road, in conjunction with the Sensorium-360 Exhibition. Twenty-two members 
of the public were canny enough to sign up for this workshop. After all who can tell when Braille will come 
back into vogue?

They viewed a short but highly entertaining video on Braille Production Unit set to music, digested a 
20-minute briefing by Dolly and Maryanne, then got down to the meat and potatoes; learning the 26 letters 
of the Alphabet. 

The next given task was to reproduce Braille, not with a Perkins Brailler, but with a Braille writing frame! This 
proved no small task since the writing frame requires one to memorize the different patterns and reproduce 
them in reverse format, from right-to-left. Some of the participants were able to complete a sentence or 
more, while others struggled to pin the right dots!

BPU would like to thank Dolores and her predecessor, Alice Wong, for supporting this outreach programme. 
A special commendation to Dolores, for despite her sore throat on that afternoon, she opened and closed 
the session without a hitch!

SAVH would like to thank the Singapore Arts Museum for their kind invitation and for generously donating 
the proceeds of the Workshop to our General Fund.

SAVH Insight  |  Issue 2/2014 P15SAVH Insight  |  Issue 2/2014P14



Singleton Golf Fellowship Event
by Joan Choo

Love Charity Concert
by Joan Choo

Swing for Charity!  That was the theme for the Singleton Golf Fellowship 2014 held on Sunday 26 October.  Golf 
enthusiasts from the Singleton Fellowship gathered at Orchid Country Club to do their part for charity at the same 
time have fun!

What better way to give back to society!  There was also a touch art sales booth and mobile massage team 
on site to knead away those tired and tense muscles after a game of golf!

The night ended on a high note, with a dinner in which our very own masseur Chye Leong belted out two 
Chinese songs to entertain the golfers whilst they enjoyed their meals!

SAVH is thankful to Singleton Fellowship for their contribution and effort taken to give back to charity.  In total, 
Singleton Fellowship managed to fundraise $18K for SAVH!  This will certainly go a long way toward helping 
the visually handicapped help themselves!

Music and magic were the highlights at the Love Charity Concert 
held on 18 October at Kreta Ayer’s People’s Theatre. Local and 
overseas artistes entertained the crowds for hours.  Despite not 
having an intermission, one could tell from their happy faces that 
the audience was captivated and entertained by the many varied 
songs ranging from unrequited love to songs about friendship!

Many sang along with the singers especially when it resonated with 
them!  It was indeed a night to remember with so many talented 
performers performing such memorable oldies!

The organizer Ms Angela  See, Ms J T Tan and her company Lian 
Gek Ho General Contractor managed to raise a tidy sum from the 
concert to benefit SAVH!  What a way to celebrate the talents of 
local artistes at the same time giving back to charity!

SAVH would like to thank Ms See, Ms Tan and Lian Gek Ho General Contractor for their generous efforts 
and time taken to organize this Love Charity Concert!  We certainly look forward to another fruitful event 
next year!

The Purple Parade
by Joan Choo

Hong Lim Park was awash in purple on Saturday November 15th, as thousands gathered at The Purple Parade 
to show their support for Singapore’s special needs community.  The day started with a slight downpour however 
that did not dampen the spirts of the 5000 strong crowd gathered under the tentage at Hong Lim Park.   This 
year’s Purple Parade was held on Saturday 15 November from 3-7pm.

The carnival and concert, which is a ground-up initiative by various community and corporate volunteer groups, 
aims to focus on what people with disabilities can do, rather than what they can’t.  This year’s parade was 
bigger than its predecessor, with more carnival booths, and twice as many participating organisations. It wasn’t 
just the 5,000-strong crowd that came decked out in purple. Inside the big tent at Hong Lim Park were purple 
decorations and even purple food.

This year, there were 85 participating organisations, up from 38 last year.  A new mark was even set in the 
Singapore Book of Records - for the largest gathering of people with purple hair. This means having at least 
one-third of one’s hair sprayed purple, or wearing purple hair extensions and wigs.  A booth at the carnival 
which offered temporary hair colour saw a steady stream of people heading there to get their hair sprayed 
purple.  By days end everyone was aglow with a warm and fuzzy feeling, particularly the disabled at having 
been recognized and celebrated.
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White Cane Day 2014
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

SAVH celebrated White Cane Day on Saturday 18th October along with staging the inaugural White Cane Talent 
Quest 2014. This year the Association was especially lucky to welcome on board Sennheiser Electronic Asia Pte 
Ltd, the premier headset and microphone company as our corporate volunteer. Sennheiser did not let us down, 
equipping us not only with premium sound equipment, but in sponsoring all the prizes for the contest, in total 3 
high-end headsets and 5 stylish ear-pieces.

By 10am, which was the stipulated registration time for clients attending, a mass of people had filed into the 
Sheltered Workshop, all agog to collect their goody bags and lucky draw coupons along with their meal vouchers. 
This year SAVH had been especially fortunate in securing the help of committed volunteers and benevolent 
sponsors; the trestle table set up at the Wood Workshop Area was practically buckling under the combined weight 
of the delicious refreshments.

There was vegetarian dim sum, chicken biryani, chicken rice, sweet waffles and delectable cheesecake and 
brownies, all courtesy of our staunch supporters. Sennheiser sponsored finger food from Old Chang Kee and 
this, along with KFC snack boxes, were lapped up in no time. On the opposite side of the Wood workshop, a 
smorgasbord of Indian food was the order of the day, courtesy of the Association. It was a veritable feast for a king!

Once the registration was dispensed with, everyone applauded as the White Cane Club Chairman, Mr. Goh Yiu 
Huat went up to the rostrum to deliver his keynote speech. Outside wood workshop, volunteers were hurriedly 
putting finishing touches at the games booths, six in all inclusive of an Obstacle Course.

From upstage the two emcees, Edwin & Edwin, kept up a running commentary on all the fringe activities, whilst 
promising a suspenseful afternoon. The lively duo kept momentum going with pop-quizzes and performing 
segments, while executing ‘roving DJ’ to get feedback from folk on the ground.

Before long it was time for lunch; whilst we feasted warm and dry, the rain came pelting down drumming on the 
rooftops and drowning out the poor emcees. After a spell the sun reappeared, ostensibly to shine on our Talent 
Quest.

The contestants belted out their numbers with panache and verve, leaving the audience spell-bound and 
mesmerized, many even clamored for encores. However as we were working to a tight schedule we had to 
adhere to it, so the judges retired to deliberate their verdict.

In the meantime, we moved on to the other signature highlight of erstwhile WCDs, namely Donation Draw. This 
year our Vice President Mr. Tan Guan Heng did the honours, albeit using a push button mechanism. 

Once this was concluded, Emcee Edwin Khoo, who was hopping with excitement, announced the Talent Quest 
winners. They were Nuriziana as second runner-up, Robert Tan as first runner-up and Wan Wai Yee as the overall 
titleholder. The GOH, Mr. Ng Chee Soon, President and MD of Sennheiser, was called upon to do the honours, 
presenting all the contestants with their well-deserved booty. Their fans and supporters crowded around heartily 
congratulating them and marveling at the superb prizes.

Sadly we had come to the end of yet another White Cane Day. As the mellow crowd departed, tired but happy, 
the setting sun suffused the grounds in a palette of resplendent hue. Although there were heaps to clear up, 
the staff did not mind in the least. It was the height of satisfaction to know that we had pulled off yet another 
thunderously successful WCD.
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13th Annual Zetland SAVH  
Jubilation Scrabble Competition
by Dolores Scully-Bailey

On Saturday 20 September, SAVH was invited to attend the annual Zetland Scrabble Tournament at the Freemasons 
Lodge along Coleman Street. This year saw a contingent of 20 contenders, both young and old representing the 
Association in the hope of retaining our supremacy and thus the championship trophy.

Once we arrived we were warmly welcomed by Dr. Siva and his family, along with many other familiar Zetland 
faces. It was indeed wonderful reuniting with friends of old; this was accompanied by lots of back-thumping and 
hand-pumping, as folk from SAVH and Zetland hailed each other.

Everyone then  gathered in the luncheon hall and tucked into a sumptuous buffet of local fare; once all gathered 
were replete the mood subtly switched from one of cheerful camaraderie to studied intensity, as members from 
both sides were paired for the first round. While the opponents sized up each other, the moderator briefed all 
contestants as to timing and rules of the game, for the benefit of any novices present.

Then players were off for the thirteenth time, pitting their lexiconic skills down to the wire. There was a lot of 
good-natured heckling from those observing from the sidelines; however this did not distract the players one 
iota. By the end of the third round, the moderator called for a recess as both sides were beginning to wilt from 
sheer mental strain.

The volunteers were quick to fall in with timely refreshment of coffee and tea for the clients, who were pleasantly 
surprised to find a delicious teatime spread of dainty cakes, savoury pastries and finger sandwiches, had been 
laid out for their delectation.

Whilst the players supped during their well-earned rest, the moderators tallied up scores, then called for one last 
‘speed round’ for those with lingering mettle.

Once this was over, Dr. Siva took to the floor and announced the scores of the three top VH players, making 
special mention of the youngest, Ms. Adeline Koh, who scored despite a rookie.

Dr. Siva then bestowed a token ‘angpow’ to each VH contender before announcing the overall champion. Needless 
to say SAVH emerged victorious to resounding cheers and wolf whistles from the more boisterous Zetland members.

The tourney, never a disappointment, turned out to be the best one to-date, not simply because of the mouth-
watering food and fiercely intense play, but chiefly since the assembly enjoyed good and honest comradeship.

A big shout out of thanks to our stalwart opponents from Zetland; rest assured guys that we are looking forward 
to trouncing you in 2015!
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 And in closing …  

The Passing of  
Professor Arthur Lim, 
Third President of SAVH
A Tribute by Mr Tan Guan Heng, Vice-President

Professor Arthur Lim Siew Ming passed away peacefully on 30 August 2014; poignantly coinciding with the 
61st AGM of SAVH. The members observed a minute of silence in memory of his outstanding contributions. 
As president of the then Singapore Association for the Blind from 1966 to 1971, he followed in the illustrious 
footsteps of G.A.P. Sutherland and Mr. Yeo Thiam Siew.

He successfully raised our public profile from a fledgling charity to national voluntary organization for the welfare 
of the blind. He was a man of many parts and accomplishments. In a lifetime spanning 80 years he was a 
student leader, artist, author, playwright, innovator, philanthropist and internationally renowned ophthalmologist.

He presided at Executive Committee meetings with his inimitable flair, regaling us with anecdotes of hospital 
gossip and ophthalmic matters. He earned the respect of Exco members, staff and volunteers with his flamboyant 
and dynamic personality.

As The Community Chest was not in existence back then, Arthur brought his charm to bear, enlisting the help 
of high-society to fundraise at charity functions. By 1980, through Prof. Lim’s farsighted leadership and canny 
management, SAVH could boast an astounding reserve of one million.

A visionary, he realized that blind people should have a stake in the management of SAVH. Though I was but 
a callow Exco member back then, under his tutelage I was mentored into becoming the first blind president of 
SAVH from 1975-1980, and once again in 2006-2012.

He strongly believed that endowed with education and rehabilitative facilities, blind people could enhance their 
employment prospects and contribute to society. This in turn would engender independence, self-respect and 
dignity. He stressed that blind people should never be perceived as passive recipients or charity  fodder; merely 
existing for handouts. He was vociferous that SAVH be an advocate for VH talents and capabilities.

Prof. Lim introduced public education and prevention of blindness programs to create greater public awareness 
on eye care. His ideas culminated in the establishment of the Low Vision Clinic in 1977, whereby those with 
partial sight can maximize the use of their residual vision with assistive devices.

As a human being he left an indelible mark on society; we are proud that he was an integral chapter in our 
history. His pioneering legacy to the Association will resonate for generations to come. Rest in peace, dear friend.

9173 1964 6251 4331 ext 163/164 mmt@savh.org.sg

Mobile Massage Team

Our friendly crew is made up of 
visually impaired masseurs, who 
are certified to knead your stress 
away.  Visit our centre, invite us to 
your office or engage us for your 
events.  Whether you’re 5 or 95, 
make us a part of your health regime 
and you’ll be creating opportunities 
for these abled individuals to help 
themselves too.

Operating Hours

Weekdays 
10am - 6pm

(6pm - 8pm slots available
for advanced booking)

Weekends & Public Holidays
9am - 6pm

Closed
1st & 2nd day of Chinese New Year

In-House

Head & Shoulders
$10 for 20 mins 
$15 for 30 mins

Foot Reflexology
$10 for 20 mins 
$15 for 30 mins

Full Body Non-Oil
Acupressure
$40 for 60 mins

Massage Rates
On-Site

Head & Shoulders
$12 for 20 mins 
$18 for 30 mins

Foot Reflexology
$12 for 20 mins 
$18 for 30 mins

(There is a minimum
requirement of 5
sessions per massuer
per visit)

On-Site Hourly

1-Hour Session
$55 per masseur

2-Hour Session
$45 per masseur

Sessions 3 Hours 
or Longer
$35 per masseur
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INING IN THE           ARKD

presented by

Singapore Association of the Visually Handicapped

Lunch & Dinner 

Monday to Saturday

$15

Excluding public holidays

Soup, main course, desser�, coffee/tea

For st�dents & accompanying teachers

Will food taste the same in total
darkness?

Abandon your vision.  Step into the
shoes of the blind.  Be reacquainted
with your other senses and get to
know your servers and what life is
like for them.

How can a visually impaired person
serve a meal? 

A reservation is required.  Call 
6251 4331 ext 167 or email us at
ditd@savh.org.sg.

$30 & $38 respectively
  

(All dishes are halal)
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